
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

414 Sumner Street 

PO Box 513 

Stoughton, MA 02072-0513 

 

OUR MISSION: 

 

TO BUILD THE BODY OF 

CHRIST. 
 

A VISION FOR THE 

FUTURE: 

 

OUR VISION IS TO BE A 

COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

WHERE ALL MAY 

EXPERIENCE ACCEPTANCE, 
COMPASSION AND GOD’S 

PEACE, A PLACE WHERE 

OUR GIFTS MAY BE 

EXPRESSED WITH PASSION, 
HUMILITY AND LOVE. 
 

THE CELEBRATION MINISTRY, 
JULY 2005 

 

 

 

Advent - Christmas 2011 
 

The Priest’s Pen    

 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
Elsewhere in this Trinitas you will find a letter from John and Michael , 
our wardens, about the fact that Trinity’s search has entered its final 
phases. As part of that process I need to tell you that I will be leaving 
Trinity at the end of January, after the annual meeting. This will 
complete three full years, exactly, that I have been with you.  
 
I just need to tell you what a wonderful time I’ve had being your Priest-
in-Charge. Trinity is a very special parish filled with very special people. 
We’ve talked together about the difficulties around Fr. Bagwell’s leaving, 
we’ve sung to the dulcet strains of the five string banjo, we’ve set goals 
and met a lot of them, we’ve helped prepare Suzanne and Julian for 
ordination, we’ve walked on water with Suzanne and laughed with 
Julian, and more recently we have done the work of developing our 
parish profile (with Greg Cross’s committee) and talking with the 
Bishop’s office about a new Priest-in-Charge for Trinity (with the 
Vestry). 
 
What remains now, in the months ahead, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, 
Advent, Christmas, and New Year’s, is to do the hard work of saying 
goodbye. I remember doing my Summer internship at Boston State 
Hospital back in 1970. Weeks before we were finished, our supervisors 
said to us that it was time to begin the work of termination. We secretly 
laughed at them. What was ‘termination’ after all, but a ten dollar word 
for saying goodbye. But they insisted that we go around to the patients 
we’d worked with and tell them that we’d be going in a few weeks. We 
were to tell them what had been important to us about our work with 
them, and give them the chance to say whatever they needed to say to 
us, whether it was good or bad. And I  was astounded. Far from being a 
simple throwaway, saying goodbye was an emotionally difficult piece of 
work that took a good deal of time. There were far more feelings on all 
sides than I could ever have expected. 
 
When I was rector in Lexington, my  predecessor had been spirited
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away by the bishop without telling the 
parish about his misconduct, no goodbyes 
and no working through the very 
complicated feelings. It was clear to me 
from my internship that one of the most 
important things I would do while I was 
rector of Lexington was to leave well, to 
give plenty of notice and to work through 
with people the sadness and the anger and 
the anxiety, all the feelings that people had 
toward me and my ministry and the  fact 
that I was leaving them.  
 
Saying goodbye is hard work and we have 
less than three months now to do it in. We 
will take time after church to do some of it 
together. But I want to encourage any of 
you who want to, to catch me after church 
for a few minutes, or to come into the office 
and have a chat, and to share the anger, 
sadness, the joy, the good times and the 
hard times, of our years together.  
 
This is not my farewell, this is my 
announcement to you that I will be saying 
farewell, and my telling you how important 
it is to me that we say farewel l well. So let’s 
have a wonderful holiday season, and let’s 
say our good goodbyes, so that when 
Annual meeting comes we can all go on our 
ways rejoicing. 
 

aaaaa 
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This edition of the Trinitas is dedicated to 
the memory of Eddie and Dorothy Johnson. 
Many of you know that Eddie Died in 
October and Dorothy in November. Those of 
you who have been around for a while will 
remember that Eddie served as Senior 
Warden, cheerleader, and good friend to 
many in the parish. He also served as editor 
of the Trinitas (with Bonnie Hickey’s 
increasing help) from his sickbed in recent 
years. He loved to gather information from 
all over the parish, and he loved to write 
theological reflections on the liturgical 
seasons and their meanings. He was an 
articulate and thoughtful lay person who 
could think theologically and help all of us 
know the Church Year more fully. Dorothy 
worked around the parish when she could, 
but her most important work was probably 
being Eddie’s anchor and editor and loving 
companion. Thank you Eddie and Dorothy 
for all you were and all you did, you will be 
missed. 

 
 

 

From the editor: I had the pleasure of serving 

with Eddie on Vestry for several years. He was 

truly a kind, gentle man and a good friend. 

Dorothy, you were a lucky woman! Eddie, my 

friend, you are loved and missed.  
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If you have noticed a pleasant young man 
who is participating in our Sunday services, 
preaching, reading, serving, sitting in the 
congregation and being enthusiastic, that is 
Scott Ciosek. Scott is a former Roman 
Catholic priest who left that church and 
joined the Episcopal Church. He is married 
with three young children and, while 
working full time and teaching, is preparing 
to have his ordination recognized by the 
Episcopal Church (since he was ordained by 
a bishop of the Roman Catholic Church, we 
recognize his ordination, but that ordination 
has to be received and accepted by our 
bishop, and he has to spend time studying 
the Anglican and Episcopal traditions).  
 
So Scott is spending this year with us to get 
a sense of what the work of an Episcopal 
parish priest is about, and of how priest and 
people work together and have fun together 
in this tradition. By the way, there has been 
a good deal of conversation about what we 
should call Scott in this in-between time. 
Since he is a priest some want to call him 
Father, but since that priesthood is not 
recognized and he cannot function that title 
doesn’t seem appropriate. So Scott says that 
we should all call him Scott. 
 

aaaaa 

 
You will have noticed that we did not 
replace Charlie Davis, our organist, when he 
left last Spring. After following up a few 
leads that led nowhere, as it was moving 
farther into the Fall, it seemed to me that 
we needed to wait and let your new Priest -
in-Charge work with you to choose an 
organist with w hom he or she could have a 
good working relationship. So we are 
continuing our practice of using recorded 
music for the present, and I hope that all 
together you will find a new organist with 
your new priest.  
 

Don’t forget:  Please try to get your pledge 
cards in as soon as possible, so that Micki 
and the Finance Committee can be working 
on the budget for next year.  
 
Thanks, and God Bless, 
 
Alden Flanders 

 
by ChristArt.com 

 
 

Advent and Christmas, 2011 
 

 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving begins our 

Advent season this year. What an important 

season for us this year, as we look to the future 

God has for us. As you and I prepare to say 

goodbye to each other, how important it is to 

remember that the future is in God’s hands. 

While there will be sadness as we say goodbye, 

we trust that God is with all of us. I have faith 

that God is with me as I see what retirement 

holds for me this time, and I have faith in the 

same way that God is with each of you and the 

parish as a whole. Whatever happens to any of us 

as the years go by, nothing can separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, as St. 

Paul says. And nothing can separate us from 

each other in that same love.   

 

So Advent is not a time of penitence so much as 

a time of anticipation, of looking for where 

God’s love and God’s work are breaking into the 

lives we live and the world we live in. Advent is 

a time to remember that God will come in hidden 

and surprising ways, like the baby in the manger. 

And while it is the responsibility of the parish to 

do its planning and interviewing of candidates 
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and thinking about the year to come, it is the call 

of God to be ready for the unexpected, the new, 

the surprising. Our life of faith is most truly lived 

in those places where our plans and hopes meet 

the surprises that God has in store for us. 

 

And as we meditate on these things, the 

traditional and wonderfully comforting traditions 

of Advent and Christmas play out in our parish 

life. We will be singing the great Advent hymns 

Sunday by Sunday, “O Come O Come 

Emmanuel….”  And Emily Kingsbury is 

working with the children and young people to 

prepare a pageant for the last Sunday of Advent, 

December 18
th

 at the 9:30am mass. 

 

Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, and 

we have our Christmas Eve service at 5:30 PM 

Saturday, the Vestry has recommended that we 

have only one Service on Christmas Morning, at 

10 AM. And since New Year’s Day is also a 

Sunday we will have a single 10:00 AM service 

that day as well. 

 

May we all have a blessed Advent. I am looking 

forward to sharing Advent and Christmas with 

you this year. 

 

Alden 

 
aaaaa 

 
 

Senior Warden’s Report 
 
As you may already know Greg Cross and 
the profile committee have completed their 
work and have made it possible for us to 
move on to the search process. I want to 
thank the committee for their hard work, 
because of them I am sure Trinity will find 
the right fit in a new priest. 
 
The Vestry has decided to make available a 
priest-in-charge half-time position, I believe 
this is best for us at this time. Because we 
have decided to go with the priest-in-charge 
option, the Diocese and Alden will be 

involved in the process which improves our 
chances of getting a better qualified 
individual. 
 
Fr. Alden will be leaving us at the end of 
January. I will be sad to see him go, he has 
given us a strong foundation to build our 
ministry here at Trinity and I look forward to 
our continued success.  
 
I want to thank Micki Walls, Norma Newton, 
Lois Lawlor and Laurie Wardyga, and all 
who contributed to make the Fair a huge 
success, we had almost a 50% increase 
over last year. 
 
I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New year.   

~John Kingsbury 
Senior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

Warden sõ Report  on Search Process  

 

On behalf of the Vestry, weõd like to 

update our fellow paris hioners regarding 

the status of our search for a new priest.   

As you all know, Fr. Flanders will be taking 

leave of Trinity following our Annual 

Meeting in January. With this in mind, the 

following steps have been taken:  

 
Creation of a Parish Profile  

The Vestry commissioned a Profile 

Committee in March. The Profile 

Committee met regularly for several 

months and was joined by John 

Woodward, a diocesan consultant,  to aid in 

the creation of our Parish Profile. The 

Committee  developed and distributed a 

parish -wide survey to ensure that 

everyone had the chance to provide input 



 

 

 

5 

into our Profile.  Having reviewed the 

results, and continued discussions both 

face-to-face and via telephone with 

parishioners, the Profile Committee  wrote 

and submitted a  òParish Profileó to the 

Vestry.  After minor edits, the Profile was 

approved,  with thanks to Greg Cross and 

the whole committee . 

 
Consideration of Available Options  

The Vestry spent months carefully 

considering the various options available 

to us in terms of discerning the  right 

candidate. We took into account:  

¶ The needs of our parishioners  

¶ Logistical considerations  

¶ Our budget, along with the Diocesan 

Total Clergy Compensation guidelines  

¶ Our history in both hiring and retaining 

rectors and priests -in-charge  

¶ Our numbers and our future  

¶ The potential applicant pool  

 

We also met with Cynthia Hubbard, Canon 

for Transitional Ministries, who helped to 

lay out the alternatives, which include:  

¶ Rector or Priest -in-Charge  

¶ Full-time or Part -Time 

¶ Shared or not  

 
Consensus on Next Steps  

After lengthy deliberation and discussion, 

and no small amount of prayer and 

contemplation, your Vestry has 

determined that our best alternative is a 

half-time Priest -in-Charge, and we have 

instructed Rev. Cynthia Hubbard to 

provide us with the names of pote ntial 

PICs whom the Diocese feels might be a 

good fit with our parish. These names will 

be forwarded to Fr. Flanders along with 

our Search Committee, who  will examine 

each candidate and provide the names of 

those deemed suitable to the Vestry for 

additiona l interviews.  

 

As  you have seen, weõve been continuing 

to solicit ideas from each and every one of 

you in regard to what you feel are the most 

important qualifications in a new priest 

(list posted on a bulletin board outside the 

hall). While the Vestry as sumes 

responsibility for identifying, qualifying, 

and hiring our new priest, we have and 

will continue to act only in accordance with 

the expressed opinions and concerns of 

each of you.  And we are very grateful for 

the outpouring of advice we have received  

to date!  

 
Additional Considerations  

It should be noted that we are not 

obligated to give an immediate thumbs -

up-or-down upon meeting each candidate. 

After receiving several  names, we have 

the opportunity to continue the interview 

process with each or all of these 

candidates.  

 

It is conceivable that we will have a new 

Priest-in-Charge in place by the time of Fr. 

Flandersõ anticipated departure.  However, 

we donõt plan to rush things, and if we 

donõt have a signed contract by that date, 

we will have ongoing s upply clergy until 

the process is complete.  

 

As for the future: hiring a Priest -in-Charge 

does mean that we will need to undertake 

another review process in three years, the 

usual term for a PIC, at which time the 

parish will have the opportunity make the 

position permanent.  

 

There seems to be unanimous agreement 

that in welcoming Fr. Flanders to Trinity, 

we were more than blessed in having 

been sent the right person at the right 

time. We are in a far better place now, 

thanks not only to Alden, but also to Julian 

and Suzanne, to Micki  our Treasurer, 

Norma, our parish secretary, and to 

everyone who stepped up and refused to 
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give up. Weõve not only learned from past 

mistakes, but also learned what our 

strengths are. Weõre confident that, with a 

helping of Godõs grace, we will discern the 

right priest for this parish. And we extend 

to each of you our heartfelt thanks for your 

suggestions, your patience, and your 

support.  

 

John Kingsbury, Senior Warden  

Michael Horan, Junior Warden  
 
 

aaaaa 

 

The Treasurerôs Update  
 
  

This report brings GOOD NEWS.  
 

¶ The Stokes Loan is PAID IN FULL!! 

¶ The Assessment is up-to-date! 

¶ Our Church Fair was a resounding success! 
 
Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard 
crafting, baking, cooking and serving meals, 
setting up and breaking down. Our profit has 
exceeded last year's total and money is still 
coming in. Special thanks to Norma Newton and 
Laurie Wardyga who coordinated the new 
additions to this year's fair, our vendors, who 
brought in more foot traffic and the Silent 
Auction, which was very profitable. Everyone 
worked together to make the fair a success 
which enables our office to pay bills and keep 
our church going financially.  Many thanks to 
everyone!! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Micki Walls 

Treasurer 
 

 

 

If you need help,  

ask God.  

Gb ukq `kj|p+ 

than k God! 

 

 

 

STOUGHTON FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

by ChristArt.com 
 

 

God is providing for the needs of the hungry 
through the ministry of the Stoughton Food 
Pantry. If you would participate in this Mission of 
Jesus Christ join the on- going collection of non -
perishable items: Peanut Butter, Canned Meats, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Tuna, Pasta, Cereal, Coffee, 
Canned Vegetables and Soups. 
 
Please be generous, there are many more people to 
feed this year. The demand is much greater and the 
pantry has had to limit the amount of food given 
at one time, to make sure everyone gets some 
food. 
 

The Offering Basket is  
located in the Narthex. 

 
ñFor I was hungry and you gave me something 

to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I  was a stranger and you invited me 

in.ò  

Matthew 25:35 

 

 

 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/art_info/2033/
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Congratulations on Baptisms 

Taylor Allan Pierce  

Caanan Alexander Rooks 

Cameron Andrew Rowe 

Alaric Ali Britland  

Morgan Joseph McCormack  

Grayson Jackson Porfert  

Hannah Jayne Ross 

Payton Kimberley Dudley-Phelan 

 

Congratulations on Confirmations 

Chigor Omodu -Amadi 

Matthew Thomas Colburn  

Menuchin Omodu-Amadi 

 
aaaaa 

 

Eucharistic Ministers  
 
Please prayerfully consider serving at God’s 
altar during this Advent season and beyond. 
If you would like to participate in this 
ministry, please speak with Fr. Alden or Bob 
Bunker. Many hands make light work for 
everyone. Are you being called? 

 

aaaaa 

 
 

My Brother’s Keeper 
Christmas Program 

 

Thanks to everyone that is supporting My 
Brother’s Keeper this year. Please do not 
wrap the gifts, use gifts bags instead with 
the sticker attached. Please return the gifts 
on Sunday, December 11th. My Brother’s 
Keeper will be picking up the gifts at 
11:30am.  
 

 
by ChristArt.com 

 

 

Greetings from Trinity Preschool,  

 

Trinity Preschool started this school year with 

excitement of two new Teachers and many 

new students. I am proud to report, both 

Teachers and children (new and returning) are 

very successful!  

 

Our Halloween parties were a spooky thrill for 

the children. In November we were thankful 

for the health and smiles of the children, their 

families and Trinity Preschool Teachers. The 

children seemed to enjoy learning about the 

history of America and the settlers. Our 

Thanksgiving feasts were a delicious treat that 

were complete with cooking lessons and fun!  

 

Now we begin to learn about Advent. This has 

always been one of the most exciting bible 

stories for the children. Soon the rosy red 

cheeked children will sing and dance at our 

Christmas pageants which, are to take place 

on Thursday December 22 at 10:30 and Friday 

December 23 at 10:00. If you are interested in 

hearing the laughter and song of young 

children please know that you are invited to 

share in t his special event.  

 

We are grateful for the success that the first 4 

school months have brought and, we pray for 

continued success for the future.  

 

Trinity Preschool wishes you all a Merry 

Christmas and Peace in the New Year!  

 

 
by ChristArt.com 
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TRINITY GOES GREEN!  

 

We are all trying to do our part to help the 

environment. We will be feeding the Abitibi 

dumpster at the South School on Ash Street. 

Please look for the recycle bins around the 

church, hall and school to discard your clean 

paper ie: old bulletins, newspapers, flyers 

etc. 
 

NO BOTTLES, CANS, PLASTIC OR TRASH 

PLEASE!!! Thanks for your help! 

 

 

 

 

 

When you do what you can…. 

God will do what you can’t. 

 

~Author Unknown 
 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

 
Please consider signing up to bring something to 
share: cookies, cake, milk and/or creamer for 
coffee hour after each service. It’s a great time 
to socialize with friends and welcome visitors 
and newcomers. If you can, help clean up when 
coffee hour is over. Let’s all pitch in and make it 
a pleasant experience for all. Thanks! 
 
 

aaaaa 

 

 

Mass Cards 
 

Mass cards are available offering prayers for our 

dearly departed before the Altar. For more 

information, contact the church office. 

 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

Celebrate the Life of God in the offering of 

flowers on our Altar and at the Shrine of our 

Mother in the Faith, the Virgin Mary. The living 

cut flowers remind us of the Eternal Life of our 

loved ones with God as well as the sacrifice of 

Jesus’ life for our salvation. Openings are 

available. The cost is $24.00 for one vase on the 

altar and at the Shrine of Our Lady the cost is 

$18.00. If there are no sign ups there will be no 

flowers from the florist. Please see Norma 

Newton to sign up for flowers or call the parish 

office at 781-344-4592. 

 

 

aaaaa 

 

 

 

 

Got Books?  

 

The "got books" container on the front lawn 

is going beautifully! Bring all unwanted 

books and videos and drop them in the box! 

It's that simple! Thanks to Julia Cross for 

thinking outside the box! When the container 

is full, the church receives about $69 . We 

have had it emptied several times now and 

that keeps adding up! Keep those books and 

videos coming! Go to www.gotbooks.com 

for more information.  Give your unused 

books and videos to our churchõs òGot 

Booksó fundraiser. 
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Calling All Ushers 

Ushers needed.  
No experience necessary.  
Greet people with a smile.  

Make newcomers feel welcome. 
All ages accepted.  

Please consider ushering once a month.  
 

See Boyd Walls or John Kingsbury for 

details. 

 

PARISHIONER  N EWS: 
 

Remembering the Sick & Shut-In 

 

Please donõt forget to drop a card to: 

 

Ben Beals 

Guardian Center 

888 North Mai n Street 

Brockton, MA 02301  

 

Lois Buschenfeldt 

The Arbors 

2121 Central Street # 214  

Stoughton, Ma 02072  

 

Frank & Ann Crawford 

731 Park St 

Stoughton, MA 02072  

 

Betty Donahue 

West Acres Nursing Home & Rehab Ctr 

804 Pleasant St 

Brockton, MA 02301  

 

Mary Cole was bitten by her old cat and 

got blood poisoning. She has had two 

surgeries, but seems to be coming along 

pretty well ð sheõd love to hear from you. 

 

If you know of anyone in a nursing home or 

recently deceased, please call and let the 

office know. Call or e-mail 

normanewton@verizon.net. If anyone is 

going into surgery or needs prayers, please 

notify the office. There will also be a sheet in 

the hallway to write the name of someone 

who is going into the hospital or nursing 

home. Please give the name of hospital or the 

nursing home if possible. 

 
aaaaa 

 

 

From the Editor :  

Please forward all articles of interest to the 

church office care of Trinitas or send to me 

directly at: trinitynewsletter@comcast.net.

 

 

mailto:trinitynewsletter@comcast.net

